
CENWP-OD-B                27 February 2024 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD  
 
SUBJECT: 24BON009 MFR Units 2, 5, and 8 Forced OOS for Oil Leak Investigation 
 
On Monday 26 February at 0900 Powerhouse 1 (PH1) Unit 2 was brought to service to assist 
with switching operations. Due to a lack of power generation need, U2 was returned to reserve 
shutdown (RS) status at 1000. Upon Unit shutdown, Project Operations observed small spots of 
oil in the tailrace just downstream of U2. The small sheen that formed dissipated quickly and no 
environmental cleaning action was required. No sheen was observed beyond the PH1 tailrace. 
U2 was forced out of service (OOS) at 1013 and will remain OOS until a thorough investigation 
and inspection is complete, including a full dewater of the Unit.   
 
On Monday 26 February at approximately 1400 a sheen was observed in the PH1 tailrace. 
Start/stop testing was being performed on Units 5 and 8 at this time with coordination from the 
Project Environmental and Compliance teams, Project Engineers, and Project Operations. Upon 
shutdown of Units 5 and 8, small droplets of oil were seen to be rising below each Unit. Small 
rainbow sheens were noticed upon contact with the surface water but dissipated within seconds 
of making contact. Droplets appeared to discontinue within 10 minutes after shutdown of each 
Unit shutdown. Crews stationed at the tailrace remained to observe for about 45 mins after 
shutdown and no further sheen was noticed. No sheen was observed beyond the tailrace. Units 5 
and 8 will remain OOS until a thorough investigation and inspection is complete, including a full 
dewater of both Units. 
 
Bonneville Lock & Dam is still operating out of FPP – directed Unit Priority Order (Table BON-
13) More detailed information on this can be found in MFRS 24BON001 – 24BON005 and 
24BON007. 
 
PH1 Units 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 are now all forced out of service due to oil leak 
investigations. Unit 1 is currently OOS for a planned annual overhaul outage this week and is 
expected to return Wednesday 28 February. 
 
The Project is utilizing the Powerhouse 2 (PH2) Corner Collector (B2CC) and Spillway for 
excess river flow above the capacity of PH2 Units and to maintain tailwater elevations dictated 
by teletype BON R 122023 1340 for chum operations. 
 
Please see Table BON-13 below for the proper Unit Priority Order found in the 2024 FPP. 
 

 
 



 
Table BON-13. Bonneville Dam Turbine Unit Priority Order. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
Bonneville Project Fisheries 

PERIOD / OPERATION UNIT PRIORITY ORDER 
Year-Round:  

Fish Ladders in service; PH1 Ladder out of service 
PH2: 11, 18, 12, 17, 13, 14, 15, 16,  
Then PH1: 1, 10, 3, 6, 9, 4, 5, 8, 7, 2 

PH2 Fish Ladder out of service PH1: 1, 10, 3, 6, 9, 4, 5, 8, 7, 2,  
Then PH2: 11, 18, 12, 17, 13, 14, 15, 16 

Split Flows  
(see section 2.1.5) 

PH1: 1, 10 (or top two available PH1 priority units),  
Then PH2: 11, 18, 12, 17, 13, 14, 15, 16,  
Then PH1: 3, 6, 9, 4, 5, 8, 7, 2 

PH1 Unit Priority  1, 10, 3, 6, 9, 4, 5, 8, 7, 2 

PH2 Unit Priority  11, 18, 12, 17, 13, 14, 15, 16 


